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Apventine to a letter from an educated Madrasee, which has recently 
appeared in the Hindu Patriot on the subject 
The Afghan war. of British policy in Afghanistan, the Moorshe. 
dabad Patrikd, of the 24th January, takes the occasion to point out the 
difficulties which Government must experience if a permanent occupation 
of the country has really been determined upon. A large number of troops 
must be stationed in the newly-acquired territory to keep the different — 
Chiefs in order, and this would involve considerable expenditure. It can. 
not again be expected that the Afghans will tamely submit to the rule of 
a puppet prince set over them by a foreign power, or to the constant 
interference of a British Resident. On the contrary, it 1s rather probable 
they will constantly seek to expel both from their country. The location 
ofa small army, under such circumstances, would be but courting the dis. 
asters of 1841. We do not see what the Amir has done to deserve the 
dethronement of himself and of his dynasty. We ask Government to 
show its greatness and wipe out the disgrace which has fastened upon the 
British name by reinstating the Amir in his kingdom. The correspond- 
ent of the Hindu Patriot, already referred to, has hopes of civilizing the 
Afghans by a permanent occupation of their country by the British. We 
have, however, well tasted the sweets of this British civilization. Well do 
we know how, under the influence of this civilization, we are gradually 
being impoverished, and how and at what cost justice is administered to 
us. Well do we perceive at what cost we have purchased this privilege. 
The Afghans are now contented with simple food and clothing; but, under 
the influence of civilization, that contentment willsoon disappear. We do 
not understand why this should be done. The advent of the English and their 
administration have always brought about the downfall of the local magnates, 
and the poverty and degradation of the mass of the people. We do not 
blame the English for this ; possibly they are not respunsible for this result. 
But their system of administration is so expensive, that it is not likely that 
poverty-stricken Afghanistan will be able to endure it. 
2. The Som Prakdsh, of the 27th January, devotes a long article 
hs Shien ee to this Cabul war, in the course of which he 


notices certain curious features which appear 
to him to attend it. These are as follow: Notwithstanding the assurances 


of Government to the contrary, the British troops are steadily advancing in 
Afghanistan and making annexations. The Ali Musjid and the Khyber 
have thus been long annexed; the same is now being done with Candahar 
and Ghuzni. (2) The proposal made in Parliament for the recall of Lord 


Lytton is too ridiculous to be referred to. If anything wrong has been done 


in this war, the fault must be laid at the door of Lord Beaconsfield, whose 
agent Lord Lytton is, Nor is it easy to bring about his recall now, when 
the former commands a large majority in Parliament, and when in fact he 
has reduced that assembly to a nonentity and become an absolute authority 
in all matters. The friends of Lord Lytton, who would absolve him from 
all responsibility by adopting this line of defence, seem to us to be acting 28 
his worstenemies. They would, in fact, make him out to be devoid of all 
worth and independence ; and seem to imply that, had he possessed these, he 
would have long since, like Lord Northbrook, laid down his office and gone 
away. (8) This Cabul war may almost be regarded as a bloodless wat. 
There is no enemy to fight with. (4) The deplorable state to which Parlia- 

ment has been reduced is also note worthy ; and reminds one of the days of 


the Triumvirate under Pompey, Caesar and Crassus, when any declamation | 


‘nst any of their acts of oppression in the Roman Senate was drowned 
aT she laddatioas of their flattering admirers. The British Parliament of 
to-day presents almost the same spectac'e. The remonstrances of the Liberal 
members are being drowned amidst the deafening shouts of the large majority 
gho support the Premier. Had Parliament but continued to possess its 
former power, the Ministry would not have been allowed to indulge in these 
childish sports in reference to Afghanistan. We call this war a. childish 
sport, because there does not exist any adequate ground for prosecuting it. 
If fear of any invasion by Russia be deemed to be a sutficient reason for 
an extension and consolidation of the frontier, that has ceased to exist 
since the ratification of the treaty of Berlin. It is not possible. that Russia 
will incur the displeasure of England by violating that treaty; and even if 
such an invasion were probable, we do not see how such a contingency 
could be averted hy extending the frontier a few miles. It is said that the 
people of Candahar are not dissatisfied with the British. There is no 
reason to doubt this. Such a result is inevitable under a despotism, under 
which the people, having no voice or share in the work of administration, 
do not take any personal interest in the fate of their country so long as 
-jife and property are safe. So it has been in Bengal, where change of 
Government has affected the people so little, that the majority do not even 
know whether their present Sovereign is a man or woman. We do not see 
how the assertion made by Government, that it will not destroy the inde- 
pendence of the Afghans, is reconcileable with its acts. Since it has 
annexed Candahar and other important places, and taken the government 
of the conquered tracts into its own hands, how is the independence of 
the people maintained ? 


Pusric ADMINISTRATION. 


8. The Bharat Mthir, of the 23rd January, thus comments on the 
ncaa Gates he Ales A rules under the Arms Act which have been 


were the first to protest against the measure when it was passed; but our 
protest. failed to shake the resolve of our glorious rulers. There are two 
dark spots observable on the otherwise untarnished character of the present 
administration—namely, the distrust of the natives of India, and the practice 
of making an invidious distinction between the black and white. The one 
has led to the passing of the Vernacular Press Act, and the other to that of 
the Arms Act. To the Arms Act itself we had certain grave objections ; 
but the manner, in which the Viceroy is about to enforce it, has exceedingly 
disappointed us. With the exception of the native subjects, many have 
been exempted from its operations. - But who will become the aim of its 
keen shafts if even we are exempted? By what process of reasoning, and 
on what considerations of equity, Government has arrived at this decision 
we cannot tell. Are the Jews and the Hurasians more loyal than the 
natives? In Bengal only kukris and daos are not to be licensed. But 
‘must a license be obtained for the sacrificial knives which are kept in Hindu 
huuses? The moochees in villages, who have been accustomed to keep 
spears for hunting wild boars, must now, we fear, be helpless, Is not a 
new tax about to be levied in the shape of the fees payable for permission 
to use arms in the districts which have been disarmed ? 
4. The same paper writes as follows in reference to the projected 
The Mymensing Railway. __ Mymensing Railway :—His Honor the Lieute- 
te nant-Governor has not forgotten the misera- 


condition of My mensing, and has deputed a competent. overseer to this 
p’ace to inspect the condition of the Brahmaputra. ‘Phere can be no doubt 


recently published by Government :—We 
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not take any interest in their work; and are quite indifferent, no. matter 


ae, 
that the health, prosperity, and advancement of these parts. would: hays 


increased a hutdredfold if the dried-up bed'and churs. of this . river eoijg 
have been filled with water. To cause the excavation of the Brobmaputz, 


however, would require considerable expense, and .we do not see.our ways 
it. The road cess and the zemindars may be expected to -furnish fpnds fo 
this purpose. But the main portion of the former vanishes In. extravagant 
expenditure, while it is not likely that the whole .of its proceeds-wilike § 
applied towards the excavation of: the Brahmaputra to the exclusion of.gl] 
other works. The receipts on account of the Public Works, cess suffigg 
only to pay the interest on capital sunk on former works—to pay for the:past 
blunders. Nor is the proposed work likely to be directly remunerative, sogs 
to induce any joint-stock company to raise the required capital... Such appre. 
hensions, however, do not exist in the case of a railway which, while:remoy; 
the poverty of the people, and infusing a new life into them, will-also prove. 
directly remunerative undertaking. Under the new scheme of decentraliza. § 
tion of the finances, Sir Ashley Eden can now act with considerable: freedom; 
and we may assure His Honor that, by incurring any outlay for the purpose 
of a railway to Mymensing, Government will bea gainer, and is: not 
likely to lose. If an eye be kept on the expenditure from the -heginning, 
the profits will never be less than 12 per cent. per annum. We do:not 
want to hold out any tempting bait before the eyes of Government, but 
have made as correct a calculation as possible. i 
We are not yet certain as to the views entertained by Sir Ashley Eden 
in reference to this matter. In the last Administration .Report he hs 
briefly referred to it; and acknowledged the disadvantages under which this 
district labors for want ofa railway. Weare filled with apprehension 
when we think that Sir Ashley Hden’s term of service is gradually 
expiring; for if the work is not commenced when he is here, who knows 
that some change will not sweep away the project for ever? | ! 
5. The same paper writes an article headed, the Abuse of the Road 
The Road Cess Funds and the ©€88 Funds and the ‘Lieutenant-Governor, 
Lieutenant-Governor. _ from.which we make the following extracts: 
We are gratified to notice that the attention of His Honor has been directed 
to this subject. Owing to the action of the worthless and. contemptible 
District Committees, the people, although they bear the heavy, burden of the 


tax, have been deprived of the benefits which it was expected would: acerue 


from the imposition of the road cess. The extravagance and. the inefi- 
ciency of these’ Committees have been brought to light in several places. 


The majority of the members consists of uneducated zemindars, , who, in 


point of subserviency to the Magistrates, are worse than slaves, Many.do 
whether the funds of the road cess are or are not expended for sup 
plying the real wants ofthe country. It is for this that there has Deen 
so long an abuse of these funds. Adverting to the resolution recorded by 
His Honor on the subject, the writer remarks—We thank Sir Ashley Eden 
for his desire to save the Road Cess Department. Nota few Collectors 
would be brought into trouble if a Commission were appointed to “enquire 
into the waste that has characterized the expenditure of the procee of 
this cess through favoritism and jobbery. Fortunately, the Lieutenant 
Governor has seen through it all. | | 


6. We make the following extracts from another editorial in the same 

_ The cost of the Afghan war. paper entitled, “Ts India really to bear the 
whole cost. of this war?”  Self-interest has 

really become a god with the present Beaconsfield Ministry. They: 0 
not feel the least scruple to sacrifice justice, decency, and all other moral 


‘Jerations at ite altar; and for: some years past have adored it with 
er aR We shall not readily: forget the strange part which: Lord 

seccnstiand took in the Russo-Turkish war. The unfortunate and weak 
Shere Ali has now become the object of his attack. The sun of Shere Ali's 

rosperity has set for ever; he is now an exile with his family. Our psc 
for him are quite unavailing : what we are concerned about is for ourselves, 
who are harassed with taxes. The Ministry have resolved to fasten the 
cost of this unjust foreign war on the neck of this poor country, ‘We had 
‘ndeed received this news, but did not believe it. Such unjust and ‘cruel 

roposals might emanate from the perverted brain of a lunatic, but we had 
sane thought that they could be made by men who are the leaders of the 
most civilized nation in the world, and who hold the destiny of millions 
‘1 their hands. Unfortunately, the present Ministry, who are blinded by 
self-interest, command a@ large majority in the House, and can ar any 
propesal which they are pleased to make. We do not see how the Under- 
Secretary of State could show a surplus in the Indian revenues. Doubtless, 
he had in his mind the income to be-derived from the licence tax. Now 
Lord Lytton, the ruler of the Indian empire, has in broad daylight, before 
hundreds of thousands of men, said in clear and unmistakeable language that 
the proceeds of the license tax shall never be applied to any other purpose 
than that of famine relief, Ifthe funds of the license tax, which is levied by 


depriving the people of their food and sucking the life-blood of petty traders, — 


be expended in an unjust war to work the ruin of innocent Shere Ali and 
stick a dagger into his breast; if in the space of one year the Government 
of India forgets its pledges; if we are to hear two different stories from 
Lord Lytton, the ruler of two hundred millions of people, the representative 
of Her Imperial Majesty Victoria, the incarnation and fountain of justice, 
and the ruler of this land of Aryans,—the land which is the jewel among all 
countries, then we shall know that there is no justicein this world, and no 
hope of it from man; that in this world no one deserves to be trusted; 
that hollow words are devoid of all meaning; that there is no medicine which 
may soothe our heart-burnings; that the future of India shall ever remain 
enveloped in darkness, and that her prosperity has for ever disappeared. 
7. The same paper makes the following observations on the Rent Bill; 
Ss Dink ent and prefaces his remarks by saying that, the 


objections he is about to make are not the 
outcome of that fear with which uneducated and unreflecting minds 


generally regard all new measures, and that he has carefully considered the 
subject-matter of the present Bill:—Any amendment in the present law 
on the subject of rent has been necessitated only by the desire to create 
certain facilities for the zemindar. But, simultaneously with this; Gover- 
ment is about to alter the law relating to occupancy rights which now 
prevails. What connection is there between thetwo? Neither the Govern- 
ment of Bengal nor Mr. Mackenzie has been able to justify the many 
alterations about to be made in the law relating to occupancy rights. In 
our last issue, we dwelt upon the second part of the Bill. In his letter to the 
Government of India, dated the 22nd February (sic), the Lieutenant-Governor 
says that, in about 75 per cent. of the suits for arrears of rent, the rent is 
undisputed. It is to be regretted that on such an important matter as this, 


the opinion of Moonsifs ~and Subordinate J udges, who are more competent 


than Collectors and Commissioners to pronounce one, has not been invited. 
é do not know i 


hel n what sense the Lieutenant-Governor has used the word 
undisputed,” for nowhere in the Billisit defined. It, however, appears from 
the letter already referred to that.the undisputed rate’ 


to which the rent has been paid, or-has been agreed to-be paid in writing, by the 


"18 that rate according 
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ot during the three years immediately previous tothe institution of the suit; 
this be the meaning of the expression ‘ undisputed rate,”the Lieutenant, 
Governor has fallen into a great error. In our opinion there is an important 
difference between an “unopposed suit” and an “ undisputed rent rate.” 
— According to the common acceptation of the words, the former is used ; 
reference: to a snit in which the ryot does not appear to contest the claim, 
There are few suits for arrears of rent instituted when there is no dispute 
between the landlord and tenant. Those that possess any experience of the 
mofussil will understand. every letter of what, we now write. Whe 
there.is no dispute between the parties regarding the rent rate, or any other 
cause, the rent does not. remain unpaid; nor does the zemindar readily 
go to law. In his speech, Mr. Mackenzie says that in cases where the rent 
rate is not disputed, the procedure laid down in Part IT of. the Bill will apply, 
It is not easy to understand what this means. Suppose A sues B for arrears 
of rent and claims the rent rate to have been Ks. 10; B protests and 
affirms it to have been Rs. 8. Now in this case, according to Mr. Macken. 
zie, Part II of the Bill will not apply; and the Moonsif will have to make 
the confession that it does not. But the whole tenor of the Bill is otherwise, 
The fact is, that the provisions of the Bill on this subject are not at all clear, 
Tt seems to be the intention of the framers of the measure that the “ undis 
puted rent rate” in any case must be taken to be that according to which 
rent has been paid, or contracted by a written engagement to be paid, for the 
last three years previous to the institution of the suit. So that, in whatever 
light you may look at it, the ryot’s fate depends on the records of the zemin- 
-dar’s sherishta. What these records are, and how they are prepared, every 
Subordinate Judge and Moonsif in Bengal can best tell. We shall adduce 
another instance. Suppose A sues B for recovery of rent at the rate of 
Rs. 10; B protests and affirms it to have been Rs. 8. After considering 
the evidence, the court comes to the conclusion that it must bave been Rs, 9, 
Now in such a case, is the plaintiff entitled to a decree, or is his suit to be 
dismissed ? In section 28, at the instance of the British Indian Association, 
measures of precaution have been indicated regarding the service of sum- 
mons, We fear we shall still have to say that, in a large number of 
instances, the ryot will not have the least knowledge of its service. We do 
not see what good is likely to accrue from fixing the period within which 
rents are to be realized at one year, We can well understand the use of 
quarterly instalments ; but nowhere has the Lieutenant-Governor explained 
why suits for arrears of rent are to be barred by limitation after the expira- 
tion of one year. Both the Board of Revenue and the British Indian 
Association objected against this provision of the Bill, but the Lieutenant- 
Governor has not paid any heed to their. remonstrances. We have already 
‘said that the summary procedure set forth in Part II of the Bill will prove 
the ruin of the tenant, One year’s period of limitation is likely to be more 
injurious tohim. In many instances, the zemindar does not readily go to law. 
Two, even three years are successively allowed to pass away until a season of 
prosperity enables the ryot to pay up all his dues. We repeat that, when 
there 1s no dispute between the parties, unless the ryot is in extreme distress, 
the rent does not remain unpaid. Now, if for fear of limitation the land: 
lord is to sue the tenant every year, there will be increased hardship to the 
tenant in an adverse season. What is the harm of fixing the period at 
three years as in the. present law? Such an arrangement would not be 
Joyurious to any party, The landlord might in that case, if he pleased, sueat 
the end of the first year, or wait till more favourable days dawned upon the 
Sag We hope that the Select Committee will alter the provision regarding 
e- period of limitation. We do not. see why deposits of rent are to be 


~~ 
‘ 


(7) 


p } e collectorate, and noé; as:now, iin the moonsif’s court. “The 
sec poss is sh will meonvenience both . landlords: and’ tenants. 
R the collectorate we- must, we think, understand : the ‘sub-divisional courts 
ey otherwise there would be increased hardship. In the mofussil, the 
number of moonsifees is greater than that of the collectorate or. sub- 
divisional courts. ‘There is only one collectorate court in each district, 
and, according to the area embraced under. its: jurisdiction, there are 
two OF three sub-divisional courts, while there are districts which have not 
one sub-division under them. ‘Both landlords ‘and tenants will have to go to 
a great distance, one for the purpose of receiving and the other of . deposit- 
‘ng the rent. ‘The latter will, of course, be the greater sufferer of the two. 
The moonsif’s court is within comparatively easy reach of ‘the. tenant ; and 
the pleaders of the moonsif’s court also, being mostly respectable men, unlike 
the unscrupulous mukhtears who abound in the collectorates, do not extort 
more money from him than -he has come to deposit: -Why is His Honor 


bringing this gratuitous trouble on the tenantry? Who among them will 


have the courage to travel for three-or four days, and then confront the amla 
of the collectorate with whom he has had no acquaintance, and an unscrupu- 
lous body of mukhtears? Hven a day’s journey from home is not a little 
inconvenience toa tenant; and it will be cruel to keep him three days away 
from home to the loss of his earnings, and put him to expense and subject him 
to extortions at the hands of the mukhtears. In fact, should the provisions 
relating to the deposit of rent in the collectorate courts be carried out, the 
practice of making such deposits will virtually cease to exist. ‘This also is a 
matter worthy of the careful consideration of the Select Committee. ‘What 
the procedure will be in cases where, after an ex parte decree has been 
passed, the tenant enters his protest on the ground of the non-service of 
the summons is not clearly set forth in the Bill. In our opinion there 
should be an explicit and elaborate procedure laid down in this: connection. 
The chief ground of anxiety in reference to Part II relates to the service 
of the summons; and in case of non-service, the tenant should be allowed 
to apply for a new hearing. We hope the Select Committee will not over- 
look this important point. It was mooted in the preliminary correspondence 
which has led up to the Bill, but nowhere is it referred to there. The writer 
promises to deal with the sections relating to the transfer of occupancy rights 
in a subsequent issue. 


8. On the same subject, the Pratskdr, of the 24th January, writes as 

Tag ee follows :—Before proceeding to a discussion 
of the provisions of the Bill, we should see 
whether there is at. all any necessity for the measure itself. We say, 
no. Our first objection is based on the fear, we always entertain, whenever 
it 18 proposed by legislation to regulate the relations between landlords 
and tenants. We fear that the tenant will be injured, and we tremble at the 
thought of his rnin. At the present stage of the world’s civilization, what 
constitutes the difference between one class of society and another is based 


on the amount of wealth which each possesses. All worldly good is for the 


wealthy. ‘Laws also are favorable to them. It sounds well that in the sight 
‘of law all are equal; but in practice this is not true.. In all cases in 
which a man of wealth.is arrayed against one of comparatively small means, 
the former is sure to carry the day. Litigation requires expensé which 
the wealthy zemindars can well afford to meet, and the ‘starving tenant 
cannot; so that in. litigation it is the poor tenant who necessarily goe 
0 the Wall. He loses even if he wins, for the expense ruins: him. For 
ag reasons, we would like to see the door of litigation as much closed to 

© parties as possible. Now, greater the number of laws, the larger is ‘the 
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amount of. this evil; while it is‘at its minimum if there are few laws 
and those not ambiguous. For this. we deem the existing law to be suff. 
cient. Our second objection is that almost 99 per cent. of suits for arrears of 
rent are caused thoona the faults of the zemindar and not the tenant, 
Mr. Mackenzie has fallen into a great error in saying, as he’: does, that 
the “gemindars being-bound to pay in to Government under penalty, not 
only the land revenue, but also the Road Cess and Public Works Ceas, it ig 
necessary that they should have some more speedy and effective mode of 
recovering their rents, &.” In our opinion, the facilities already enjoyed by 
the zemindars are enough, increased facilities would Cause no end of op. 

ression on the ryots. ‘The former are wealthy, and have, therefore, the law 
in their favor. With their money they can engage able pleaders and barristers 
to plead their cause ; what more facilities could they have ? In the second 
place, in cases where the landlord does not seek to unjustly enhance the 
rents, the tenantry, as a rule, do not refuse to pay, knowing well that liti- 
gation would but ruin them. This is especially the case in Bengal, where 
the ryots consider it a solemn duty on their part to pay every cowrie which 
may be due to the zemindar. Those in the mofussil firmly believe that the 

oddess of fortune never smiles on the tenant who refuses to pay the zemindar 
his dues. In a few instances, however, the rent is not paid, because the ryot 
has not the means to pay it; still in such cases he does not refuse to pay, but 
merely invokes the clemency of his landlord. It was once observed by Sir 
Richard Temple that about 75 per cent. of suits for arrears of rent are 
decided ex parte ; the ryot making no defence at all. This, indeed, is a 
serious charge against the latter, but there are circumstances, a consider- 
ation of which will greatly lighten it. Now, most of these suits are | 
fictitious. The zemindar, for the purpose of gaining an ulterior object, 
institutes the suit with the ryot’s consent, which is thus decided ea parte. 
Secondly, in most of the suits which are brought for the purpose of harass- 
ing the tenant no defence is made; for, making a defence is tantamount 
to engaging in the litigation which is ruinously expensive. There is also 
another reason, which is referred to by Mr. Reynolds in one passage of his 
letter, where, itis said, the ryot “ refuses to pay, except under process of court, 
partly in order to avoid demands for illegal cesses, and partly to secure proper 
receipts for their payments.” This makes it clear why, even where the ryot 
has no objection to pay, he prefers depositng the rent in court; as_also 
through whose fault this is brought about. Then what is the need of fresh 
legislation ? is 

__ We shall now consider the justice of some of the provisions. The 
Editor then mentions sections 3, 4, and 9, and observes that a consideration 
of these will chow that a fearful piece of legislation is about to be passed. 
The tenant, although he may have a good defence, will not be able to make 
it by means of witnesses from his own village, - for the latter will naturally 
be under the influence of the landlord. Again, to forge the jama-wasil-bali 


papers is an exceedingly easy task to the latter. He has no lack of men 


for this purpose, or for supporting the correctness of such papers by their 
testimony. The ryot’s rui 


in will be accomplished if only these papers are pro- 
duced in court. The provision made in section 4, requiring the tenant to givé 
asecurity when he has obtained leave to make a defence, makes the measure 


complete in every respect. This will not be an easy thing for him to do. 80 


that, even when a tenant has a good defence to make, should he but fail to find 
the requisite security, a decree will be passed against him. Is this justice ? 
Is this law? Heaven only knows what is in store for the tenantry of Bengal 
.The writer promises to return to the subject as early as possible. 


9, The Moorshidabad: Patrikd, of the 24th Januar son the 

is of oid tallatiad: evils of over-legislation, and takes the occasion 
ee to advert to the worthlessness of the native 
members of the Legislative Councils, who are no better than dummies. 
Tt is remarked that a multiplicity of laws demoralizes the people. At the 
present time it has made the work of judges and lawyers exceedin ly 
‘ficult. It were much to be wished that for a time at least the Legislative 
Councils of the country ceased from their labours. 


10. In its third article on the subject of “ Tenant right,” the 
Gréimvdrtd Prakdshiké gives a long histori- 
| cal account of the growth of this: privilege 
fom the days of the old Hindu kings down to the time of the per- 
manent settlement. The writer shows how the zemindars have, by 
force or fraud, deprived the majority. of the tenants of their rights 
‘+, the land; and thus the fact of their not having any abiding 
‘nterest in it has retarded all agricultural improvements. Regret is 
expressed in the article at the gradual extinction of the rights of educated 
and respectable classes in the soil. The zemindars are intensely hostile to all 
connection of these classes with land, owing to the difficulty which is expe- 
rienced in extinguishing mourost rights when they happen to be acquired 
by the latter. It is strange that the framers of the present Rent Bill, 
evidently regarding them as middlemen, have not conferred any rights upon 
them. We, too, are opposed to any further increase of the power of the 
middlemen. Government, however, is mistaken in regarding them as such, 
for it is the zemindars, putnidars, durputnidars, and others who, coming as 
they do between the Government and the ryot, are the real middlemen, and 
not the classes above referred to. In conclusion, it is remarked that: so 
long as Government does not bring about a permanent settlement between the 
landlords and tenants, similar to that which exists between it and the former, 
_ the condition of the tenantry, instead of showing any sign of improvement, 
will daily become worse. The rights enjoyed by the zemindar are those 
which, in justice, belong to the tenant. tare 
11. In an article communicated to the Sddhdrant, of the. 26th 
January, the writer complains that, although 
: | the assessors under the License ‘!'ax Act’ are 
liberally paid and must be presumed to be educated men, it may, neverthe- 
less, be fearlessly affirmed that by most of them the object of the Act-is 
not being properly carried out. It can be proved that, whether through 
error, inadvertence, or any other cause, many who are justly liable to the 
tax have easily escaped, while a large number, who are not, have been 
brought under the operation of the Act. The assessments in the Cutwa 
sub-division have been made in a most inequitable manner. Even the poor 
agriculturists and weavers in Kulye, a village under Ketugram thana, 
weave earnings are exceedingly small, and who with difficulty manage to 
siti pry Mage se together, have been assessed. The case is the same with 
| Nulages in this sub-division. We know it as a fact that the 
assessments in most of these villages have been made on the strength of the 
ayruation furnished by the rural chowkeedars, a most unscrupulous. class 
elf without the assessor taking the trouble of making personal 
12. The same paper remarks that, in reference to the natives 
The Arms Act. : this 7. oo hicsay of the R er 
i overnment have of late years undergone 
bridged Regs sod The gulf between the two races, instead: of being 
» 18 being gradually widened. It is not what is suppose 
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r, dwells on the 
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(10 ) a4 
to be the case by some that: the rules of . gaste. are responsible for 
__ Fi years ro these were more strictly observed than now, yet there 
was more good feeling between Englishmen and Natives then than at the 
present day, There are others again who attribute’ this: difference. to.the — 
circumstance that there cannot be any real friendship between a atrong and 
a weaker race. At best, it can‘only be temporary, or may be. affected for 
some ulterior object, Whatever may be the true explanation of the pheno, 
menon, it is undeniable that the magnanimity of England towards thy 
people of this country is becoming less perceptible every day, and that its 
olicy of administration is gradually becoming less liberal, as witness the 
ernacular Press Act and the Arms Act. The Editor then makes remarks 
similar to those made by the Bharat Mihir on this subject | 
Som Paaxass, 18. The Som Prakdsh, of the 27th January, in writing on the 
January 97th, 1879. Rent Bill, is much surprised to find that in | 
ee his speech in the Legislative. Council the 
Hon’ble Kristo D4s Pal, always an advocate of the interests of Jandlordg, 
professed to have been concerned for the welfare of the tenantry and opposed 
the proposal to make occupancy rights transferable. It is not, however, 
clear that this was his object. Whatever may have been the object of the 
Hon’ble Member, by taking steps to secure the advancement of the Educa. 
tion Department, and confer upon the tenant a permanent nght in the 
land, Sir Ashley Eden has acted as a true friend of Bengal, a title which 
he had earned from his long residence in this country. The only means by 
which the condition of the people can be improved is by conferring on them 
ermanent rights in the soil, The Editor then heartily thanks Sir Ashley 
Eden for his efforts in this direction, and would willingly forget the unjust 
strictures which he has passed upon the supposed disloyalty of the Native 
Press. Why His Honor is so impatient of criticism is perfectly intelligible, 
when it is considered that he is somewhat of an aristocratic disposition, which 
cannot bear to hear any hostile remarks from writers belonging to a con 
quered race. The Statesman and other English prints use language which is 
often stronger than any which we have ever employed ; but then in their case 
the writers are Inglishmen. While Sir Ashley is of this opinion, we, 
on the contrary, deem it our duty as journalists ta speak out our honest 
convictions regardless of consequences. These are the causes of our differ- 
~ ence with His Honor. The love which he cherishes for the:people has, 
however, quite charmed us; and we would, because we believe him to 
be a just ruler, ask him to be just to the natives in the matter of superior 
appointments to the public service, in the same manner as he has shewn 
himself to be in connection with the education and engineering departments, 
and in reference to the condition of the tenantry, 
Barpwiy Sansrvazt, 14. On the subject of the Rent Bill, the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 
Jemnany 200 28th January, writes as follows :—The provi- 


sion requiring the deposit by the defendant 
of the whole amount of rent claimed before he can have leave to make a 


defence appears to us-to be hard on the tenant. The zemindar may, for 
the purpose of harassing him, or in case he gets displeased with his, 
easily ruin the ryot by taking advantage of this provision. of the. law; 
and gain his object by instituting false suits, the oe in many cases, 
not having the means to make the required deposit. The provision 
relating to appeals, which will only be allowed after the whole amount of 
the decree has been deposited, is also open to the same objection. If the 
sections treating of these two matters be omitted, we have no objection 60 
make to the second part of the Bill. Regarding the provisions of the Bill 
relating to the transferability of occupancy rights by sale or otherwise, it wer 
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if no restrictions were laced as to the persons who ‘may ‘become 
She purchasers. Should the Bill be. passed in its. present . form, the ryots. 
holdings at a disadvantage. Log EDaT TEM fee (Oy, foetus, nee 
e ‘ Epvucation. 


415. The proposal to introduce grades, says the Sahackar, of the 


vs among «he subordinate. 27th January, among the subordinate officers 
sscers of the Education Depariment. of the Education Department, has at length 
received the sanction of Government, and we heartily thank them: for this 
concession. It is needless to observe that the measure will be exceedingly 
beneficial to those for whom it is intended; and henceforth we may 
expect to see considerable progress effected in the Education Department 
by the admission of competent men who can now be induced ta enter it by 
prospects of advancement. The late Director of Public Instraction, 
Mr. Atkinson, and his successor, Mr. Croft, as well as the Government of 
Bengal are equally entitled to our gratitude, Mr. Atkinson for having initiated, 
and the latter for successfully carrying out, the scheme. ‘We would now ask 
the officers benefited to seek to have this ga continued to. them by 
doing their work with care, improving their minds, and conducting them- 
selves with proper respect and courtesy towards their. official superiors. 
This would secure their own advancement, and will make the Govern- 
ment disposed to look with favor upon the claims of officers in the 
lowest grades of the service. Government also is respectfully besough: 
to take the case of the last-mentioned officers as early as possible into their 
consideration. ‘Their number, indeed, is very large; but in these 
hard times it is precisely they who suffer the greatest hardship. Not to 
speak of those who are in receipt of salaries less than Rs. 50 a. month, 
even of those who actually receive this sum, nineteen only have been placed 
in the lowest grade. The claims of these excluded men, too, call for early 
consideration. In conclusion, the Hditor notices with regret that certain 
deserving officers have not received any adequate promotion. Among others 
— three only are named, viz. Babu Shy4ama Charan Ganguli, the head-master 
of the Uttarpara School ; Babu Kalicharan Ganguli, the writer, cashier, and 
accountant of the. Sanskrit College ; and Babu Gopal Chandra Gupta, 
Professor of Sanskrit, Hooghly College. | 
16. Ou the subject of introduction of grades among the subordinate 
Grades among the subordinate Officers of the Education Department, the 
officers of the Education Department. Som Prakdsh, of the 27th January, makes 
almost the same observations as those noticed in the above paragraph. 
The Editor regrets to notice that the officers in the three lowest grades will 
not be gazetted. They would be much encouraged in their work if this 
were done; the gain to Government would be more than the cost. of paper, 
ink, and printing required for the purpose. Are not the authorities aware 
of the effect produced by bits of paper which make Rajah and Roy 
Bahadoor ? Something should be done to offer encouragement to. the 
leachers of the Government aided schools. They are not even entitled 
to pension ; yet it is these institutions which impart education to the large 
majority of the people. The scheme which has now received the sanction of 
Government is but another instance of the justice which is a characteristic 
of Sir Ashley Eden. “ os : z Teer a abe: 


17. The Hindu Ranjiked, of the 22nd January, directs the attention 
The condition of Bauleah. of the Bauleah Municipality to the follows 
the re ing:—-(1) The roads are full of dust, and 
~~ Passengers are quite covered up with it when there.is the slightest. breeze 
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( 12 ) 
blowing. (2) The foul tanks in the town, the water of which is. filled with 


rank vegetation, leaves of trees, human ordure, all in.a state of decompogi. 


tion, presenting the appearance of a mass of black ink, and emitting a 
horrible aa (3) ic sent roads within the municipality. having draing 
on both sides, which are not railed off, thus making it dangerous for catile, 
conveyances, and passengers to use them. Accidents are frequent. (4) The 
receding of the Pudmd from the town has led to the formation of churs 
with occasional collections of shallow water on its south side. This fon) 
water is. used by the inhabitants and generates disease. Filth accumulates 
on the churs and infects the air. | : 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


18. The Moorshidabad Pratinidhi, of the 24th January, dwells op 
the increasing distress of the people in these 
provinces, occasioned by the high prices of 
food-grains. Considering that the outturn of the crops this year has been 
fair in Bengal, it is strange that prices have not yet gonedown. The writer, 
however, fears that this state of things will continue so long as exportation 
of food-grains from this country is not puta stop to by Government. 

19. The Gramvdrtd Prakdshtkd, of the 25th January, in noticing the 


val ou same subject, suggests the same remedy for 
en eer lowering the prevailing high prices of food- 


Distress caused by high prices. 


rains. 
’ 20. We have received the aa ie yf: 080 of a = Hyg pape | 
, : ublished in Calcutta, in Hindi, named Sai 
wales re cota Sudhdnidhi. In his prospectus, the Editor 
enumerates the several objects he has in view in the publication of this 
journal. These are stated to be—instructions for the ignorant, promotion of 
trade, the improvement of the national character, &c. In the number for 
the 27th January, the recent resolution of the Lieutenant-Governor on the 
working of the Road Cess Committees is noticed with great gratification. 
The remarks are identical with those noticed in our last report from the 
Som Prakash. ~ 
21. The Sakachar, of the 27th January, contains an editorial on the 
‘‘ amines and the condition of the people,” in 
people Ane the Poverty of the the course of which he refers to a pamphlet 


| recently written by Mr. Phillips, a Bengal 
Civilian. The latter, who, as a relief officer in Madras, has had experience of 


the calamity which befell that province, ascribes it chiefly to the ryotwaree 
settlement, attended, as it is, with over-ussessments and oppressions which 
obtains in the Presidency. The Editor agrees with Mr. Phillips in this 
conclusion. Oppressions are indeed practised on the tenantry under the - 
zemindari system; but their hardship is greater when Government is 
directly their landlord; for, under the former system, oppressions are 


relieved by occasional acts of leniency, such as the remission of rents in the 


case of poor ryots. ‘This is not, however, possible on Government estates, 
where hard-and-fast rules of procedure obtain. Although droughts are invari- 
ably succeeded by famines, it is nevertheless undeniable that the poverty of 
the people is a prominent factor in the causation of this calamity. “We join 
issue with the authorities in this matter. The condition of. the people 
is really deplorable. Most of them can but with difficulty earn sufficient 
to keep their body and soul together. The making of any provision 
against an adverse season is in their case impossible. In these hard 
times ap borrow to any extent, and thus, when better days come, they cannot 
retrieve their position. The writer then refers to the high prices which prevail 


to this country, and that exportation of food-grains is mainly responsible for 
e chronic distress of the people of India. The existing forms of land settle- 
ment which obtain in the country are all unsatisfactory. Under all of them 
over-assessments are equally common ; and this circumstance has something 
do with the poverty of the people. The subject ought to be closely 
investigated by the Famine Commission. 
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